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successive step to ascertain the basis for the decision and its 
force. His conclusions are : that " there is no authority for 
saying that such a union would constitute a monopoly or be 
contrary to any rule of law ;" that " whatever conclusion may 
be reached regarding the propriety of the acquisition of the 
shares by the Northern Securities Company, the provisions 
of the decree seem to go far beyond the authority of the 
statute;" that if the court had limited itself to the making 
of a decree properly within its power, then " it would have 
appeared that there was no ground for making any decree 
whatever against the Northern Securities Company." The 
paper is short, easily obtainable, and, in view of the logical, 
careful, reasonable, and scholarly analysis made by the writer, 
it cannot be disregarded by anyone who shall take up the 
study of this widely interesting and vastly important case. 

E. H. B. 



Tribal Custom in Anglo-Saxon Law. By Frederic See- 
BOHM, LL.D., F.S.A. Pp. ix-j-538. Longmans, Green & 
Co., London, New York, and Bombay, 1902. 
We have an essay here of some five hundred pages, supple- 
mental to two other essays from the same author, ( i ) " The 
English Village Community," (2) " The Tribal System in 
Wales." Neither of these latter two have we had the pleas- 
ure of examining, but we trust they prove more generally 
valuable than the work in hand. The Preface reads : " In the 
first essay an attempt was made to approach the early Anglo- 
Saxon evidence from the point of view of the manorial system, 
and mainly by tracing back its connection with the open field 
system of agriculture — the shell, so to speak, in which it had 
all along apparently lived." It seems that the object of this 
third essay in the trilogy is to approach the Anglo-Saxon laws 
from the point of view of tribal custom. The author frankly 
acknowledges that the present essay cannot be wholly appre- 
ciated without an acquaintance with the intermediate essay, but 
we doubt not but that the value of this last essay is seriously 
handicapped by the abruptness of its beginning, the author pre- 
suming that the reader has followed his preceding essays. 
Each of the essays could be of value if independent and com- 
plete in itself, but unless the reader of the " Tribal Custom" 
book comes prepared with a good general knowledge of 
Anglo-Saxon language and customs, he is in no wise ready 
to begin reading this last of the three essays. For the general 
reader it is too technical ; for the student of English history, 
bent upon gaining the most minute knowledge of the detaifs 
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of Anglo-Saxon customs, the work would be valuable. And 
suffice it to say that but few lawyers would ever read beyond 
the first chapter; and the historian of jurisprudence would 
count the book wholly too long for his perusal. 

As a test of the position of classes in tribal society, the death- 
fine, or " wergeld," forms, naturally, a most important part, 
and in the first chapter it is deemed necessary to explain 
through twenty pages the currencies in which these wergelds 
were stated and paid. Rather than an explanatory treatise, 
this chapter suggests a careful compilation of pertinent facts. 
After chapters on Cymric Evidence, Tribal Customs among 
the Ancient Irish, Burgundian, Wisigothic, Franks, and other 
Continental tribes, during which discussion we are reminded 
of Anglo-Saxon in the single chapter concerning some evi- 
dence from Beowulf (the ancient Anglo-Saxon poem) on 
tribal custom regulating feuds, etc., we are introduced at last 
to Anglo-Saxon customs regarding the wergelds (fines im- 
posable for murder) during the last third of the whole book, 
from chapters XI to XV. The author's reason for the long 
introduction is for the sake of approaching these customs, 
which afford the real interest of the book, from the tribal point 
of view and the vantage ground afforded by the previous study 
of the tribal customs of the Continental tribes. Considering 
the relation of the included tribes, the contrast between sudi 
evidence is indeed of some "permanent value" to the close 
historical student, but the title of the essay is misleading. 

The student of law or historical jurisprudence can gain a 
better idea of the Anglo-Saxon customs from the works of 
Sir Henry Maine or Professor Maitland, and he will obtain 
the kernel free from the intricate shell. As for the student of 
English history, or, we should preferably say, the student of 
ancient English customs, he must find here all that he could 
desire about the fines and currencies of ancient Western Euro- 
pean and Anglo-Saxon tribes ; and there are copious notes and 
references, and a half-satisfactory index to aid him in his re- 
searches. The book is valuable to him. Anyone would com- 
mend its beautiful workmanship; and anyone who has long 
valued the prizes of Anglo-Saxon literature and history will 
welcome the book as a scholarly addition to his library and 
works of reference. It is a scholar's book, and for the scholar 
it completes a Trilogy of Essays, a knowledge of which is 
indispensable if he would count himself fully informed, for 
there is no other set of books so easily obtainable exactly cover- 
ing the same field of research. The subject is one with which 
the student of early English customs and institutions must 
needs be widely acquainted. E. H. B. 



